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2.1 First Time Applicant Requirements 

 
Cherokee Area Transportation System is not a first-time applicant for FTA/GDOT funding. The following is 
a summary of Cherokee Area Transportation System’s current and pending federal and state funding.  

During the previous three years, Federal Agency or State Agency name did not complete a Title VI 
compliance review of Cherokee Area Transportation System. Cherokee Area Transportation System has 
not been found to be in noncompliance with any civil rights requirements.  

2.2 Annual Certifications and Assurances 

In accordance with 49 CFR Section 21.7(a), every application for financial assistance from FTA must be 
accompanied by an assurance that the applicant will carry out the program in compliance with Title VI 
regulations. This requirement shall be fulfilled when the applicant/recipient submits its annual 
certifications and assurances. Primary recipients will collect Title VI assurances from sub-recipients prior 
to passing through FTA funds.  

Cherokee Area Transportation System will remain in compliance with this requirement by annual 
submission of certifications and assurances as required by GDOT.  

2.3 Title VI Plan Concurrence and Adoption 

This Title VI Plan received GDOT concurrence on 10/25/21. The Plan was approved and adopted by 
Cherokee Area Transportation System’s Board of Commissioners during a meeting held on 10/19/21. A 
copy of the meeting minutes and GDOT concurrence letter is included in Appendix C of this Plan.  

 

 

 

FTA Circular 4702.1B, Chapter III, Paragraph 3: Entities applying for FTA funding for the first time shall 
provide information regarding their Title VI compliance history if they have previously received funding 
from another Federal agency. 

 

FTA Circular 4702.1B, Chapter III, Paragraph 2: Every application for financial assistance from FTA 
must be accompanied by an assurance that the applicant will carry out the program in compliance 
with the Title VI regulations. 

 









































Russell R. McMurry, P.E., Commissioner 
One Georgia Center  
600 West Peachtree NW  
Atlanta, GA 30308 

 (404) 631-1990 Main Office 

 

October 25, 2021 
 
 
Greg Powell 
Cherokee Area Transportation System (CATS) 
884 Univeter Rd 
Canton, GA 30115 
 
Dear Mr. Powell,   
 
The Department has completed its review of your Title VI Plan and has determined that it meets 
the requirements established in the Federal Transit Administration's (FTA) Circular 4702.1B, 
"Title VI Program Guidelines for Federal Transit Administration Recipients," effective October 1, 
2012. 

    

Thank you for your ongoing cooperation and compliance of the FTA Civil Rights Program requirements. 
Should you need assistance or have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Ashley Finch, 
Rail/Transit Planner directly at afinch@dot.ga.gov or (470) 432-1751.     

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Patricia Smith 
Transit Program Manager  
Division of Intermodal 
 
 

mailto:afinch@dot.ga.gov


Cherokee County Board
of Commissioners

                       MINUTES

October 19, 2021
Regular Meeting
Cherokee County Admin Complex, CONFERENCE CENTER, 1130 Bluffs Pkwy., Canton GA
30114   6:00 PM

INVOCATION

Cliff Pace with Canton First Baptist will give the invocation.

 
Cliff Pace was not present. 
 
Greg Elder gave the invocation.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

 
Chairman Johnston led the Pledge of Allegiance.

"Veterans of U.S. military service may proudly salute the flag while not in uniform based on a change in the
governing law on 25 July 2007"

1. CALL TO ORDER

 
Chairman Johnston called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. Those present included Commissioner
Steve West; Commissioner Richard Weatherby; Commissioner Benny Carter; Commissioner
Corey Ragsdale; County Attorney, Chris Hamilton; County Manager, Geoff Morton; and County
Clerk, Christy Black. Also present were Agency Directors/Department Heads, the media and the
public.

2. RATIFY CLOSURE OF EXECUTIVE SESSION

Corey Ragsdale made a motion to ratify closure of Executive Session; Benny Carter
seconded. The resulting vote was Passed, 5-0.   

3. AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA

3.1. Remove Item 8.1 - Public Hearing / CPL Architecture, Engineering and Planning -
Evans Cook Road. 

 
Chairman Johnston asked if anyone was here for the Public Hearing. No one came forward.
Richard Weatherby made a motion to amend the agenda; Benny Carter seconded. The
resulting vote was Passed, 5-0.   

4. PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS

4.1. World Polio Rotary Proclamation.
Proclaim World Polio Day as October 24, 2021 in Cherokee County.



 
Chairman Johnston presented the proclamation to Greg Elder with Canton Rotary, and
Robin Wright with Towne Lake Rotary. 
 
Mr. Wright gave his thanks to the Board of Commissioners for all that they do, and that
they work with various clubs like Rotary Club to make an impact in the community. He
stated that his club meets every Thursday at noon.
 
Mr. Elder stated that his club meets every Tuesday at noon, and invited the audience to
attend one of their meetings. 

5. ANNOUNCEMENTS

6. COMMISSION BUSINESS

6.1. Chairman Johnston - Discussion and possible adoption of 2022 Board of
Commissioners Meeting Schedule.

 
Chairman Johnston stated that the schedule as presented shows no deviation from the usual
schedule of the first and third Tuesday of each month. 
Richard Weatherby made a motion to approve; Benny Carter seconded. The resulting vote
was Passed, 5-0.   

7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

7.1. Minutes from October 5, 2021.
Consider approval of Work Session, Executive Session and Regular Meeting Minutes from October 5,
2021.

Benny Carter made a motion to approve; Corey Ragsdale seconded. The resulting vote was Passed,
5-0.   

8. PUBLIC HEARING

8.1. Amendment: Remove Item from Agenda. Applicant requested two-month
postponement.
 
Appeal of ZBA Case # 21-07-051V - CPL Architecture, Engineering, Planning
- BOC District 1.
Hold a public hearing on an appeal of ZBA Case # 21-07-051V filed by CPL Architecture,
Engineering, Planning.

 
Item was removed from the agenda, no public hearing was held.

8.2. Public Hearing on revisions to the Zoning Connections Matrix in the 2018
Comprehensive Plan.
Hold a public hearing to consider changes to the Zoning Connections Matrix.

Benny Carter made a motion to open the Public Hearing at 6:11 p.m.; Corey Ragsdale
seconded. The resulting vote was Passed, 5-0.   
 
Planning Manager, Margaret Stallings, presented the revisions to the Zoning Connection
Matrix in the 2018 Comprehensive Plan. Highlights from the presentation include the
following:

Regional Center



Description: Hub of retail, restaurants, offices and high-density residential
developed in a Main Street layout.
Primary Land Uses:

Large-scale retail
Regional and professional uses
Entertainment, restaurant, cultural uses
Mixed-use

Secondary Land Uses:
Dense Residential

Workplace Center
Description: Major employment area including professional and corporate
offices, regional offices and light industrial buildings.
Primary Land Uses:

Office buildings and complexes
Light industrial/manufacturing and warehousing
Mixed-use

Secondary Land Uses:
Retail and services
Residential (only in mixed-use development)

Development Corridor
Description: To provide link between existing developed areas around major
intersections and allow for cohesive layout of businesses.
Primary Land Uses:

Retail/Commercial centers
Commercial amenities
Professional services
Office buildings

Secondary Land Uses:
Local institutions - Churches and schools
Residential - Townhomes and Multi-family

 
Chairman Johnston stated that no one signed up to speak and asked if anyone would like to
come forward to speak. 
 
1. Tom Ware stated that he felt RD-3 in Suburban Living should not be in the same category
as R-40 and R-30. He stated that RD-3 is in other categories that are a better fit, and asked
the Board to consider changing that item.
 
2. Kaj Savenius stated that Country Estates only has AG Zoning District per this updated
matrix. He stated that R-80 should be considered a Country Estates Character Area. 
 
Mrs. Stallings stated that R-80 should be included in the Country Estates Character Area,
and that they will fix that item on the matrix.
 
Chairman Johnston asked if anyone else would like to come forward to speak. No one
came forward to speak. 
Benny Carter made a motion to close the Public Hearing at 6:20 p.m.; Corey Ragsdale
seconded. The resulting vote was Passed, 5-0.   
 
Chairman Johnston stated that Country Estates should be added to R-80 as a primary use.
He stated that another suggestion was to remove RD-3 as a primary use for Neighborhood
Living. 
 
Mrs. Stallings stated that there is supposed to be some overlap between the Zoning
Districts and Character Areas particularly between Country Estates, Suburban Growth,
Suburban Living, and Neighborhood Living. She stated that she is hesitant to exclude RD-3



from Neighborhood Living as it would not match the residential density shown on the
matrix. 
 
Commissioner Ragsdale stated that it is all about the density. He stated that one category
picks up where the other category left off and so on. He stated that it would be different to
change the density of RD-3.
 
Mrs. Stallings stated that changing the density would mean changing the definition in
another part of the Comprehensive Plan which is a bigger revision. 
 
Chairman Johnston stated that RD-3 and R-15 are similar but the lot size and design
guidelines are different. 
 
Commissioner Carter asked if this decision was postponed, would there need to be another
hearing.
 
Mrs. Stallings stated that the Board would probably need to hold another public hearing, as
there would be several more pages added to the amendment and resolution. 
 
Commissioner Carter asked if Mrs. Stallings would need to change the written parts and
the description regarding RD-3.
 
Mrs. Stallings stated that was correct.
 
Commissioner Ragsdale stated that it would be a question of if the Board wants to change
the density of RD-3.
 
Mrs. Stallings stated that was correct. 
 
Commissioner Ragsdale stated that based on density, RD-3 fits in Suburban Living which is
1 - 3 dua, and at the bottom end of Neighborhood Living which is 3-8 dua. He stated that
based on the County Ordinance today, RD-3 fits both Character Areas.
 
Commissioner West stated that it may be worth postponing to look at it for the next couple
of weeks.
 
Mrs. Stallings stated that it would have to be in four (4) weeks, as she would need enough
time to advertise for another public hearing. 
 
Commissioner West stated that the Board could approve it as is and amend it later if it
becomes an issue. 
 
Chairman Johnston stated that they could potentially leave the density for the Character
Areas the same, and change that RD-3  only be under Neighborhood Living. 
 
Commissioner Ragsdale stated that it would not be as simple as that because the
description and density of Suburban Living would have to be changed to less than 3 dua. 
 
Community Development Agency Director, Brantley Day, stated that one of the challenges
is that the market is racing right now at a pace we have not seen. He stated that there is an
urgent need to make sure we nail this down as soon as possible. He stated that this is the
clarification of the Comprehensive Plan as intended. He stated that Suburban Living tends
to be areas that border the cities. He suggested that if everything else but the RD-3 is fine,
then approve it as is. He stated that staff could further study RD-3 and come back to the
Board to amend it again if needed. He stated that staff will need to look into what changing
RD-3 would do to other Character Areas or Zoning Districts. 
 



Chairman Johnston stated that the recommendation is to approve as is and possibly come
back to change RD-3 if it becomes an issue. 
 
Steve West made a motion to approve as is and continue conversations about RD-3. 
 
Mrs. Stallings asked if the motion could be amended to include adding R-80 to the Country
Estates Character Area.
 
Steve West amended his motion to approve as is, add R-80 to the Country Estates
Character Area, and continue conversations about RD-3; Benny Carter seconded.
 
Commissioner Carter stated that this matrix is exactly what the Board asked for and that it
will go a long way towards what is intended in the Comprehensive Plan. He stated that he
thinks Mrs. Stallings did a good job in updating the matrix.
 
Having a motion and second, Chairman Johnston called for the vote. The resulting vote was
Passed, 5-0.

9. PUBLIC COMMENT

 
Chairman Johnston stated that no one signed up to speak and asked if anyone would like to come
forward to speak. No one came forward to speak. 

10. PLANNING AND ZONING

 

 

11. CONSENT AGENDA

11.1. Budget Amendment for Senior Services.
Consider approving a Budget Amendment in the net amount of $11,688.00 for Senior Services to
allocate grant funding for a new part time position.

11.2. Budget Amendment for CATS.
Consider approving a Budget Amendment for CATS in the amount of $92,098.00 which is covered
by Federal Grant funds.

11.3. Budget Amendment for Recreation & Parks.
Consider a Budget Amendment for Recreation & Parks in the amount of $208,820.51 using Funds
received from Easement Granted for Cell Tower at Hobgood Park

11.4. Intergovernmental Agreement with the City of Canton for the use of County-owned
GIS Data.
Consider  approval  of  an  Intergovernmental  Agreement  with  the  City  of  Canton for  the  use 
of County-owned  GIS  Data. 

11.5. Information Exchange Agreement with the City of Canton for Fingerprinting
services for alcohol licenses.
Consider approval of the Information Exchange Agreement with the City of Canton for
Fingerprinting services for alcohol licenses.

11.6. Sheriff's Office Grant Acceptance.
Consider accepting the annual Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) in the



amount of $10,014.00 on behalf of the Sheriff's Office and consider authorizing a Budget
Amendment to the Multiple Grant Fund in the same amount.

11.7. Surplus Obsolete Technology Equipment.
Consider authorizing the surplus of obsolete computers, printers, scanners, monitors, and network
equipment from multiple agencies within the County.

11.8. ARC Sub-Grant Agreement AG2234.
Consider accepting a federal, non-matching grant in the amount of $70,761.00 on behalf of Senior
Services for home delivered meal funding and consider authorizing a Budget Amendment in order
to allocate the grant funds in the adopted FY22 Budget. 

11.9. Speed Limit Reduction - River Creek Drive.
Consideration to reduce the speed limit on River Creek Drive from 30 mph to 25 mph.

11.10. Speed Limit Reduction - Liberty Hill Road.
Consideration to reduce the speed limit on Liberty Hill Road from 35 mph to 30 mph.

11.11. Alcohol License Residency Waiver Request for Bells Ferry Quick Mart.
Consider approval of the Alcohol License Residency Waiver Request for Bells Ferry Quick Mart
located at 6223 Bells Ferry Road, Acworth, Georgia 30102.

11.12. Alcohol License Residency Waiver Request for 6742 Bells Ferry, LLC.
Consider approval of the Alcohol License Residency Waiver Request for 6742 Bells Ferry, LLC
located at 6742 Bells Ferry Road, Acworth, Georgia 30102.

11.13. Alcohol License Residency Waiver Request for Phoenix Senior Living Center,
LLC.
Consider approval of the Alcohol License Residency Waiver Request for Phoenix Senior Living
Center, LLC located at 9651 Union Hill Road Canton, GA 30115.

Benny Carter made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda; Corey Ragsdale
seconded. The resulting vote was Passed, 5-0.   

 

12. COUNTY MANAGER

12.1. FY2023 CATS GDOT application for 5311 funding.
Consider approval of State FY2023 (July 2022 thru June 2023) GDOT contract in the amount of
$455,000 for operating assistance and $131,183 for capital costs associated with the CATS 5311
Rural Transportation Program. Cherokee County's obligation is $227,500 for operations and
$13,118.30 for the capital purchase (2 buses and bus equipment).

Richard Weatherby made a motion to approve; Benny Carter seconded. The resulting vote
was Passed, 5-0.   

12.2. CATS Title VI Plan. 
Consider approval  the Title VI Plan for the Cherokee  Area Transportation System (CATS). 

Benny Carter made a motion to approve; Richard Weatherby seconded. The resulting vote
was Passed, 5-0.   

12.3. Cherokee County FHWA Title VI Plan.
Consider approval of the Cherokee County FHWA Title VI Plan.



Benny Carter made a motion to approve; Corey Ragsdale seconded. The resulting vote was
Passed, 5-0.   

12.4. Old Highway 5 Corridor Traffic Study
Consider award of a professional services agreement for the Old Highway 5 Corridor Traffic
Study to Keck & Wood, Inc., in the amount of $139,390.00.

Corey Ragsdale made a motion to approve; Benny Carter seconded. The resulting vote was
Passed, 5-0.   

12.5. Dupree Road and King Arthur Drive  Drainage Improvement Project - Design
Services
Consider approval of a proposal from American Engineers, Inc., to perform design engineering for
the Dupree Road and King Arthur Drive Drainage Improvement Project under the annual
engineering consulting services contract in the amount of $36,000.00.

Corey Ragsdale made a motion to approve; Richard Weatherby seconded. The resulting
vote was Passed, 5-0.   

12.6. South Jett Road - Design Services - Amendment No. 1.
Consider approval of Amendment No. 1 to the design services agreement with Atlas Technical
Consultants for roadway design services for the South Jett Road Roadway Improvement Project in
the amount of $43,556.00.

Richard Weatherby made a motion to approve; Benny Carter seconded. The resulting vote
was Passed, 5-0.   

12.7. Pavilion Construction for Parks.
Consider approving a Construction Services Agreement with Calm Water, LLC for the
construction of three pavilions at multiple parks plus a 10% county-controlled contingency for a
total of  $279,748.00. 

 
Commissioner Ragsdale asked what the timeline is for these pavilions.
 
Community Services Director, Bryan Reynolds, stated that all three (3) pavilions should be
complete within six (6) months. He stated that the pavilions will be constructed one (1) at a
time. He stated that the pavilion at Mauldin Park is the most time sensitive, as it needs to
be constructed not during baseball season. He stated that then they will construct the
pavilion at Veteran's Park then Patriot Park.
Corey Ragsdale made a motion to approve; Benny Carter seconded. The resulting vote was
Passed, 5-0.   

12.8. Agreement with North Georgia Amateur Umpire Association, Inc. to provide
Basketball and Softball Officiating Services.
Consider approving a new Professional Services Agreement with North Georgia Amateur Umpire
Association, Inc. for a term of 3 years to provide Officiating Services for Youth and Adult
Basketball Sporting Events and Softball Sporting Events for an estimated total amount of
$450,000.

Richard Weatherby made a motion to approve; Benny Carter seconded. The resulting vote
was Passed, 5-0.   

12.9. First Amendment to Lease Agreement with Express Employment Professionals for
an additional three (3) months at 155 Towne Lake Parkway. 
Consider approval of the First Amendment to Lease Agreement with Express Employment
Professionals at 155 Towne Lake Parkway, Suite 200, Woodstock, GA 30188 (Tax Commissioner
Building) for three (3) additional months.



Benny Carter made a motion to approve; Richard Weatherby seconded. The resulting vote
was Passed, 5-0.   

12.10. Resolution not to require Mobile Home decals.
Consider approval of a Resolution to not require Mobile Home decals as evidence of a mobile
home permit or paid taxes.

Steve West made a motion to approve; Richard Weatherby seconded. The resulting vote was
Passed, 5-0.   

12.11. Intergovernmental Agreements and Resolution with the City of Woodstock for Fire
Training Programs.
Consider the approval of the Intergovernmental Agreements and Resolution with the City of
Woodstock for EMT-A and Paramedic Training Programs. 

Benny Carter made a motion to approve; Corey Ragsdale seconded. The resulting vote was
Passed, 5-0.   

12.12. CSO Electronic Security Gate Installation.
Consider authorization to install new vehicle security gate at ADC for a total spend of $30,627
from the Jail 271 Fund. 

Richard Weatherby made a motion to approve; Corey Ragsdale seconded. The resulting
vote was Passed, 5-0.   

12.13. Catastrophic Inmate Medical Insurance.
Consider approving a catastrophic medical insurance policy for the Adult Detention Center inmate
hospital care from Ironshore Indemnity through Insurance Office of America with a premium of
$207,604.00.

 
Mr. Morton stated that catastrophic medical insurance is needed to address the added costs
associated with inmates requiring offsite medical care.
Corey Ragsdale made a motion to approve; Benny Carter seconded. The resulting vote was
Passed, 5-0.   

12.14. Agreement with Watson Consoles Company for new Dispatch Console Furniture
for the E 9-1-1 Backup Center.
Consider approving a Professional Services Agreement with Watson Consoles Company for the
purchase and installation of Dispatch Console Furniture for the E 9-1-1 Backup Center located at
959 Marietta Highway, Canton, GA., 30114 in the amount of $120,664.

 
Chairman Johnston stated that 911 is primarily funded by a tax to your phone bill. He stated
that for many counties that is not enough to run their 911 operations. He stated that in this
county it covers costs of operations and has enough surplus to cover projects like this.
 
Mr. Morton stated that the funds are coming from the 911 reserves, however, the County
plans to reimburse 911 with ARPA funds once those funds are received. 
 
Chairman Johnston stated that this project is going to be paid for from 911 reserves and
that shows good stewardship of Cherokee County tax dollars.
Richard Weatherby made a motion to approve; Benny Carter seconded. The resulting vote
was Passed, 5-0.   

12.15. Partnership Agreement with Windstream for State Fiscal Recovery Fund.
Consider a Partnership Agreement with Windstream to participate in the State Fiscal Recovery
Fund Broadband Infrastructure Program funding opportunity.  Cherokee County will act as the



fiscal agent on the application.

Benny Carter made a motion to approve; Corey Ragsdale seconded. The resulting vote was
Passed, 5-0.   

 

13. COUNTY ATTORNEY

ADJOURN

Corey Ragsdale made a motion to adjourn at 7:02 p.m.; Benny Carter seconded. The resulting vote was
Passed, 5-0.   
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